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The Gallery Walk*

Middle School Art
Goals: This lesson is designed to introduce the student to proper behaviors in a gallery setting and to practice the 4 step critical process in reviewing a work of art. It brings the gallery experience to students without leaving the physical school setting (though nothing beats the real thing!). This experience is conducted in the library, cafeteria or hallway setting. Students are responsible for both behavior and completing their criticism.

Essential Question: “What do I have to do to as a learn how to look and analyze art works in a gallery setting?

Materials: Art Prints, labels, handouts (enough prints so that students can works in teams of 4)

(Set up the gallery with a number for each print, proper label and pre arrange setting/notify staff)

Procedure:

1. After introductory activities in learning the parts of the 4 step process, announce to the students that they will be going on an in school field trip!

2. Upon ‘arrival’, divide into groups of 4 and give out packets. Each group will rotate through the gallery in 5-minute intervals. During this time, they must fill out each step (Description – analysis-Interpretation-Judgment) – they must be focused to get job done in the 5 – 6 minute time frame.

3. Direct attention to the way the labels are done and how they can be used to complete part 1 – Description.

4. Upon completion, each group sits back in front of their starting artwork.

5. Students take turns describing answers to class. (All the Descriptions – have students stand & read them, etc.) Ask for other to add to what they hear if needed.

6. Homework…. Choose the piece you like the best and write a complete Judgment based on your notes for the next class. Extra Credit (10 points) prints out the work to include with it.

Evaluation:

Did the Students – 

Visit each artwork? (10)

Answer all parts of packet (4 sections each)(20)

Participate in reading answers? (10)

Complete the homework assignment? (60 pts)**


**One page with a clear Introduction (20), /body (20) and summary (20) judgment) plus turn in copies from gallery walk (20)

*Lesson adapted from Jennifer Mattot – Liverpool Middle School.

Name__________________________________________     Block______

Art Criticism Gallery Walk
You will be visiting a gallery today and looking at some artworks. You must look carefully and follow the rules of the gallery:

1. DO NOT TOUCH THE ARTWORK!
2. Talk in a WHISPER so as not to disturb others in the gallery.

3. Stay with group and work quietly.

4. Be open minded about the types of work you will see.

5. Horseplay and running around are not allowed in the gallery or during the trip to the gallery.

While you are visiting the gallery, you will be looking at the art works and use steps of art criticism to talk about the artwork. Take enough notes so you will be able to discuss your work of art and later write a full judgment of the work. (Yes, you ALL will have to talk about your writing!)

1. DESCRIPTON (look at the labels) NUMBER _______


What is the Title?


Who is the Artist?


When was it done?


How big is it?


Medium?

What do you see in the work?

2. ANALYSIS:

 Circle all the elements and principles you CLEARLY can see in the artwork.  Describe at least 2 elements and 2 principles in complete sentences on the back of the sheet.

ELEMENTS:  LINE       COLOR  ( THINK COLOR SCHEMES – warm/cool/ complementary/neutral/ analogous)       VALUE          TEXTURES             SPACE             SHAPES (geometric/ organic)            FORMS 

1.

2.

PRINCIPLES:   CONTRAST      UNITY        VARIETY        RHYTHM    PATTERN           BALANCE            MOVEMENT

1.

2.

What is the dominant color? What is in the foreground/background? How is your eye led through the work of art? What stands out the most?

3. Interpretation
Look at the artwork and tell me what you think the artist is trying to say through the work? What is the story?

Why do you think the work was created?

Where do you think the artist got their inspiration?

4. Judgment

What emotion does this make you feel?

Do you know anything about this artist?

Is it a good example of art? Why? Do you like it? Why or why not? 

