Lesson by Donnalyn Shuster

The Knight Gallery (Unit plan named after school mascot)

Middle School
Objectives:

Through the use of several forms of art galleries, students will be introduced to the world of museums, exhibitions and careers in museum management. Students will walk through a teacher created gallery, construct a small-scale exhibition and visit a museum as a culminating experience.

As a result of this unit, student will learn how to interpret museum labels, roles of curators, docents and installation teams as they design a gallery with miniature works of art, and see first hand in a visit how an exhibition appears in a major museum*.

Essential Question – “ What goes into planning an exhibition of famous art works?”

Media: art reproductions, labels, materials to create the mini gallery (cardboard, paints,  foam core, exacto knives, paper, glue, scissors, prints of famous art works, collage materials, access to computer lab) 

Handouts/electronic resources – gallery walk sheets, artist interview sheets, materials for museum visit/virtual tour. PowerPoint of gallery interiors (Art Institute of Chicago, Museum of Modern Art, NYC)

Vocabulary:

Art Criticism

Description

Analysis

Interpretation

Judgment

Museum Labels

Gallery

Curator

Installation team

Docent
Instructional Plan of Activities

Session One – Gallery Walk within the school building.

EQ – “What do I need to do in a gallery visit to get the most out of it?”
Using prints, create a gallery that students will walk through, with labels, to select works of art to critique using the 4-step process. This experience is treated as if it was an actual visit.

Session Two – Introduce idea of creating own exhibition on a small scale.

EQ – “ How can I contribute to the design and creation of a themed exhibition?”

Project parameters will be distributed and research methods demonstrated. Students will form design teams and assume roles of researcher, installation staff, graphic design and docent as they formulate a theme around an artist, plan presentation and construct their gallery space.

Sessions Three – Five – Extend and Refine

Students will design, build and plan the “opening” of their gallery per project requirements.

Session Six – Presentation of Gallery

EQ – “ What do I need to do as a team member to present my work of art?

Galleries will open with a talk by each set of students and be rated according to rubric.

Session Seven– Museum Visit

EQ – “ How can I compare my experience in an actual gallery setting to our classroom galleries?”
· Visit can take the form of an actual gallery field trip with works analyzed and discussion with staff/virtual field trip/ or Internet visit to a museum.
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Gallery Construction

Select a size  - 12 x 14 x12



       11 x 15 x9

                         12 x 18 x 9

  

       14 x 20 x10

Flaps will fold out like this:
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Think About:
Layout

Font Sizes

Color of Gallery to enhance art works

Adding Benches, signs ( even a Guard for the gallery!)

Make sketches

Don’t be afraid to rearrange items

Make a rough plan on scrap paper before attaching paintings to the walls.

Evaluation:

1. Completion of Gallery Walk Assignment per specifics.

2. Gallery Design:

a. Individual Research Component

i. Choose work by artist (10)

ii. Write short biography of artist (1 page)(15) 

iii. Write a short art criticism (15).

iv. Write a label in standard format (5)

v. Obtains and frames a mini print of work for hanging in the gallery (10)

vi. Speaks a the opening of the gallery on their selected painting. (10)

vii. Completes a Design Team Job. (10)

b. Design Team: (‘TEAM_______’)

i. Selects dimensions and assembles gallery pieces. (25)

ii. Paints interior/exterior if needed, “hangs” work in gallery, adds details. Plans the presentation. (25)

iii. Creates a brochure as a gallery guide from team contributions (labels, brief background on artist, title. (25)

iv. Finds photo of artist, prints it, creates “sign” for show, assembles and prints a combined biography of the artist to fit on one of the short exterior walls. (25)

3. Museum Visit – work sheets completed and a written judgment turned in.

Extensions: Above & beyond assignment for Extra Credit!!

Galleries photographed and posted on web site.

Artist pins created.

Design of school gallery to be maintained by students

Do a presentation at Reese Road to Grade 5 Art Students and to Grade 6 students here. (All team members who do a thorough presentation of project can earn a Major Project Grade!)

Name___________________________

Design Team_____________________

a. Individual Research Component
i. Choose work by artist (10)___

ii. Write short biography of artist (1 page)(15) ___

iii. Write a short art criticism (15). ___

iv. Write a label in standard format (5)___

v. Obtains and frames a mini print of work for hanging in the gallery (10)___

vi. Speaks a the opening of the gallery on their selected painting. (10)___

vii. Completes a Design Team Job. (10)___
b. Design Team: (‘TEAM_______’)
i. Selects dimensions and assembles gallery pieces. (25)___

ii. Paints interior/exterior if needed, “hangs” work in gallery, adds details. Plans the presentation. (25)___

iii. Creates a brochure as a gallery guide from team contributions (labels, brief background on artist, title. (25)___

iv. Finds photo of artist, prints it, creates “sign” for show, assembles and prints a combined biography of the artist to fit on one of the short exterior walls. (25)___
Total Score________
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Unit Goal: After being introduced to the concept of the art gallery, students will form design teams and build a gallery for an installation of artwork by a famous artist.





Your Task: As a member of ‘TEAM____________’ you will design, construct, and install an exhibition of mini prints by your selected artist. Each member of the team has specific jobs to complete prior to the opening reception for your gallery.





Materials – sketch paper, cardboard, Foam core, Exacto knives, tape, paint set ups, colored paper, Computer Lab (internet/MS Publisher/Word/Photoshop Elements) copies of your artwork, framing materials, glue, scissors.





Directions:





After completing the Gallery Walk, you will be assigned to a design team and select an artist to plan an exhibition around.





This unit is divided into 2 Job Divisions as follows:





EACH PERSON WILL: (Check off when each phase is done)





Contribute to choosing an artist._____


Research and write a one-page biography of the artist (3 references cited properly and in original words. Use MS word 12 points Times New Roman single-spaced.)_____


Select a specific work of art by the artist and write an art criticism of the work (one page Times New Roman 12 point in MS Word)_____


Prints out a small work of art, in color, to be trimmed and framed for gallery.


(Can be done during the gallery construction phase)______


Writes the gallery label using standard format._____


Be ready to discuss their work of art at the gallery opening._____


Does ONE of the gallery jobs (see below)______





GALLERY JOBS: (Put a check mark by your job)





Determines size of gallery and builds it accurately. Walls must be sturdy and it must be on a base. Maintains gallery, fixes problems if needed.


Plans layout of exhibition, where works will hang, paints, adds detail to room, (benches etc.) Hang the work, bio and photo.


Finds a photo or self-portrait of artist, prints and frames it neatly, plans title of show, makes a sign and plans the group presentation.


Takes all group information (copies of labels, and biographies) and puts them in a Gallery Brochure done in MS Publisher. Must include a photo/self portrait of artist. (Extra credit if you include copies of the works) List all team members in it.





Essential Question: “What really goes into the planning, layout, design and presentation of an exhibition of artwork?”





Artist photo goes here


Name of Exhibition





Artist biography goes here





You plan order and where to hang the works of art





Notes /Ideas/What is YOUR JOB?








